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PRAYER FOR CHINA - 1955-56 


This is the third in the series of annual pamphlets containing prayers for China, especially 
from the standpoint of the Sheng Kung Hui, and prepared, as the previous two have been, by 
members of the CMS and SPG in England, Our copy came from David Paton, but it is not 
stated that he was the editor, They are sold at sixpence and can be obtained from **Prayer for 
China, Langley, Willow Vale, Chislehurst, Kent.*’ 


In an introductory statement the editor envisages a time in the near future when Chinese 
and Western Christians may meet for frank ‘‘self-criticism'’. A Weekly Cycle of Prayer gives 
a list of the Episcopal bishops in China. From that list we note that the diocese of Western 
Szechuan has no bishops at present, This is followed by quotations from Dr. Marcus James, 
Mrs, Margaret Kiesow, and Charles West. The first two of these have been reported on in these 
olumns, but West's statement has not. It is taken from an article of his in The Christian 
ws-letter of July, 1955. After reviewing what has taken place during the past five years, he 
ys, **Most of us cannot understand or share the illusions about Christian co-operation with a 
Communist government which have led our Chinese friends to such fateful compromise, Most 
of us are sick at heart about the lack of sound theology which has denied them the vision of a 
transcendent Kingdom of God, which would have saved them from that fatal fascination with 
the inevitability of Communism which undercuts every resistance to it. Most of us have 
watched with sinking feelings the way in which compromise with truth ~ at first only on matters 
of international politics - was skilfully exploited by the Communists until Christians were forced 
to denounce and accuse other Christians, And, finally, the growth of the sects places a new 
barrier between us. These things we cannot understand, nor can we suppress our concern about 
them. But if we could see our Chinese brethren’s list of concerns about us, we would probably 
be even more appalled, It is not human understanding, even in matters of theology and ethics, 
which unites us, but the knowledge that we can lay these differences, these burdens too heavy 
for us to carry, before the mercy of God."’ 


The rest of the pamphlet is composed of prayers, and suggestions for prayer. It is signifi- 
cant - and characteristic - that this emphasis upon the importance of continuing prayer for the 
Chinese Church should come from our Anglican friends, 


ROBERT GUILLAIN 


The second and third instalments of Robert Guillain’s report on his visit to China are in the 
Manchester Guardian Weekly for February 16 and 23. One about industrial Manchuria, and the 


other about Lanchow. 


He was tremendously impressed with the huge Motor Factory No, | (there is no No, 2 as 
yet) at Changchun, It is stocked entirely with Russian machinery, it has 17,000 employees and 
will turn out 30,000 trucks a year, The factory was complete but the surroundings were not 
Issued about 20 times a year to keep mission boards and missionaries informed on Christian work 

“sy in China. ANNUAL RATES: Domestic, $2.00; Overseas, Firstclass $4.00, Secondclass $3.00. 
Airmail $5.00 in 15 cent zone, $7.00 in 25 cent zone. Please send payments as due. 


| 
4 
} 
| 


and there not a single mechanical engine was to be seen, but only hundreds of workers ccury® 
ing around in the mud like ants. 


Compared with the six year achievement in Japan, what he saw in China was not extra- 
ordinary, but just ‘ta good average. But that is just what is extraordinary - that China should 


be achieving results like the others," 


Lanchow has grown from 200,000 in 1949 to 500,000 today, and is still growing with the 
forced migration from the over-populated provinces. Many have come from Shanghai. He saw 
newcomers carrying their huge bundles of bedding, looking for a corner in which to live. There 
are three reasons for the increased importance of Lanchow: the reorientation of China toward 
Russia, the added security of an industrial site far inland, and the rich mineral resources in the 
area around Lanchow. He saw a group of about a hundred men being herded down the street by 
soldiers with fixed bayonets. His guide told him, on being questioned, that these were probably 
criminals and reactionaries who were being ‘‘reformed by forced labor’’. 


CHINESE PEOPLE’S POLITICAL CONSULT ATIVE CONFERENCE 


The Second Plenary Session of the Second National Committee of the CPPCC began in 
Peking on January 30. 110 new members had been added to the Committee, and in addition 
the meeting was enlarged by invitations to 626 other persons, so that there were I , 290 persons 
in attendance. Among the Protestant representatives was Rev. Marcus Chen, who addressed the 
meeting on February 2. He said, *‘As a Christian, | am most attracted by the changes in the 
people’s souls and habits and the improvement in social security. The whole aim of my life in 
preaching Christianity is the spiritual and moral elevation of the people. My personal experi- 
ence since liberation had convinced me that this aim is realized only by a change in the social 
system.*’ He went on to tell of a recent visit he had made to his childhood homes in Wuhan 
and Changsha, where he had been much impressed by the complete disappearance of prostitutes, 
thieves and opium smokers, 


Another speaker on the same day was the noted philosopher Feng Yu-lan. Py 


Tung Pi-wu, President of the Supreme People's Court, reported to the Conference on 
January 31 on the question of uprooting counter-revolutionaries, Among these are some reli- 
gious people, and of these he says, ‘**‘We make a strict differentiation in our policy towards 
those religious people who have been misled by counter-revolutionaries and used by them to 
do harm, and counter-revolutionary elements engaged in systematic sabotage under cover of 
religion, Our treatment of the former mainly consists of education, raising their political 
consciousness and sharpening their vigilance against counter-revolutionary elements that take 
advantage of the freedom of religious belief in our country to undermine religious organizations 
and carry out counter-revolutionary activities.’ The treatment of the latter group is naturally 
much more severe, It is euphemistically described as *‘reform through work*’ for varying peri- 
ods, ‘‘Only very few of them, who have committed very serious crimes, gravely undermined 
the interests of the state and people and are completely unrepentant and bitterly hated by the 
people, should be sentenced to death by law." 


Probably the point of greatest interest in the Conference was Chou En-lai’s lengthy poli- 
tical report on January 30, A few quotations will show the general nature of it. ‘*So far as the 
international situation is concerned, the past year was a year marked by a trend toward relax- 
ation in international tension. ... Generally speaking, the current international situation is 
favorable to world peace, favorable to our socialist construction and unfavorable to the war 
schemes and aggressive policy of the aggressive bloc.... Despite all the lies of the United 
States aggressive circles, the peoples know that it is the imperialist countries, not the socialist 
countries, that started wars in the past and are even now preparing for new wars,... We have 
never been hostile to the American people, nor have we ignored any action taken by the 
United States Government that leads to relaxation of world tension. We are willing to live to- 
gether with the American people, We are also willing to improve the relations between us and 
the United States. Under powerful pressure from the broad masses of the people of the world 
and all quarters concerned, the United States Government is sometimes obliged to act in a way - 
that objectively is beneficial to the relaxation of world tension. However, the United States Ov 
aggressive circles are not willing to see any genuine relaxation of tension.... As is known, in 
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> Q liberation of the mainland, Peking, Suiyuan, Hunan, Sinkiang and Tibet were all liberated 


peaceful means, and the troops which came over peacefully have since become part of the 
liberation,... In the past year, our Government has pointed out over and over again that, a- 
part from liberating Taiwan by means of war, there exists also the possibility of liberating 
Taiwan by peaceful means; thus, the people of our country, both on the mainland and in 
Taiwan, have a common patriotic duty, that is, to strive for the liberation of Taiwan by peace- 
ful means, besides actively preparing for its liberation by means of war if necessary,*’ 


MISSIONARY NEWS 


Philippe Da Vargas, formerly professor in Yenching University, died in Switzerland in 
January of this year, 


Janet Surdam and Luella Koether, formerly Methodist missionaries in Szechuan, are now 
co-pastors of the Methodist Church in Riceville, lowa, 


Catholic Bishop Edward J, Galvin, formerly in Hanyang, died in Dublin on February 23. 
He was the founder of the Irish Maynooth Mission to China. 


CHURCH NEWS 


A recent report states that the vice-principal of Nanking Theological Seminary had visited 
Mukden where he had preached ten nights successively to audiences which grew steadily from 
500 to 1000, The Seminary has two vice-principals, Andrew Cheng and Ting Yu-chang. Which 
one did this is not clear. 


Wallace Wang, Baptist preacher in Chengtu, and formerly dean of the Theological College 
there, is the Protestant representative in the Szechuan Provincial People's Congress. 


<) Chang Peh-huai (Bill Djang), formerly Secretary of the Council of Christian Publishers in 


anghai, is now Pubtications Secretary of the Christian Literature Society there, 


Chairman of the Lutheran Church in China is Bishop Yui, with headquarters in Hankow, 
Vice-chairman is Rev. Ai Nien-san in Shanghai, This church has recently rejoined the . 
National Christian Council. 


Visitors to the Drum Tower Church (CCC), Peking, summarized a recent Sunday morning 
sermon as follows. This was an ordinary Sunday, and so may be considered characteristic; 
Subject - Walls of partition (Eph. 2.14) These need to be broken down in international affairs, 
for in God all men are one, Also between Christians and non-Christians, for they are all God's zo 
children, Also between God and ourselves, for these walls are created by sin; the only way to ? : 
break them down is by becoming a new creature in Christ. 


Bishop K. H. Ting of the Episcopal Church in Chekiang has stated that the increase in 
church membership there is continuing at about the same rate as before ‘‘liberation’’. 


Ho Ching-hsiang, Director of the Bureau of Religious Affairs in Peking, has expressed the 
view that a group of Christian Chinese might receive permission to go outside China much in the 
same way as Muslim groups had gone to Mecca and a Buddhist group had gone to Rangoon, 


In connection with the question mark which I placed against the report that all the students 
in Chia Yu-ming's Theological School in Shanghai were college graduates, I now have a state- 
ment from a missionary who has had close relationships with that particular group, in which he 
says that the statement is probably true. He adds, ‘*Before | left Shanghai there were a number 
of Intervarsity students in the Seminary, and it is most likely that his school has continued to 


attract evangelically minded students, 


Reports continue to the effect that Christian students in Shanghai are being discriminated 
against in examinations, on the ground that their political orientation is inadequate, 


According to a report that has come in from Central China, Dr. Chiang, the former super- ' 
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